
evidence indicates that several types of cancer in AYAs 

are molecularly distinct from those that occur in other 

age groups, suggesting possible differences in how 

cancers in this age group develop and are most effectively 

t r e a t e d .
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 In addition, for some cancer types, AYAs are 

more likely to be diagnosed at a late stage because of both 

delays in diagnosis due to the rarity of cancer in this age 

group and higher uninsured rates and higher prevalence 

of aggressive disease.
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 AYA patients also have a high risk 

of long-term and late effects, including infertility, sexual 

. 
Adolescents (15- to 19-year-olds) have a unique cancer 
profile that includes childhood cancers (e.g., acute 
lymphocytic leukemia), adult cancers (e.g., thyroid and 
melanoma of the skin), and a disproportionately high 
burden of lymphoma. For example, Hodgkin lymphoma 
accounts for 13% of cancer cases in adolescents 
compared to 9% in ages 20-29 years and 3% in ages 30-39 
years.11 Conversely, adults 20-39 years have a higher 
proportion of solid tumors. In 2020, the most commonly 

Coding for cancers of the thyroid, female breast, colon & rectum, and uterine 

by Age, US, 2020
Age Estimated cases Estimated deaths

15-19 years 5,800 540

20-29 years 24,900 2,210

30-39 years 58,800 6,520

Total 89,500 9,270
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