
HPV Vaccination: 
Just the Facts

HPV vaccination is cancer prevention.
HPV is short for human papillomavirus, a common virus that can cause 
cancer in some people. Almost 35,000 men and women in the US are 
diagnosed with a cancer caused by HPV each year. HPV vaccination can 
prevent most of these cancers.

The HPV vaccine is for boys and girls.
HPV vaccination is strongly recommended for boys and girls. The 
vaccine helps protect boys from cancers of the throat, penis, and anus 
later in life. It helps protect girls from cancers of the cervix, throat, 
vagina, vulva, and anus later in life.

HPV vaccination works best when given 
between ages 9 and 12. 




