
infection, and having a scar at the site 

of the surgery.

Radiation Therapy 
Radiation uses high-energy rays (like 
x-rays) to kill cancer cells in a part of 
the body. Radiation can be used to treat 
cancer that’s just on the skin or that has 
spread to other parts of the body. 

The most common side effects are 
skin changes and hair loss where 
the radiation is given. Your skin may 
become red, swollen, flaky, or darker. 
You may also feel very tired. 

Immunotherapy 
Immunotherapy helps your immune 
system find and fight cancer. It may  
be given as a shot into a vein in your 
arm, or as pills or capsules that you 
take by mouth. 

Side effects of immunotherapy depend 
on the type of medicine used to treat 
the skin cancer. You may feel tired, sick 
to your stomach, or have a fever, chills, 
or rashes. Side effects are usually mild 
but can be severe.

Targeted Therapy 



Local or Topical Treatments 
Freezing, light therapy, or lasers may 
be used to treat some cancers. Other 
times, topical chemo or other drugs  
are used by rubbing them right on  
the skin. Local treatments are mostly 
used to treat basal and squamous cell 
skin cancers. 

http://cancer.org/skincancer

